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US PTO Issues Ground-Breaking Patent for Online Communities to Body1

Body1, Inc. (www.Body1.net) was granted a patent from the United States on January 9, 2007 approving of an innovative Internet technology. The technology covered by the patent facilitates community creation and knowledge exchange. While Body1’s focus is on connecting consumers and other medical stakeholders, the patent is not limited to healthcare. It is the second issued patent in Body1’s expanding patent portfolio. Several more related patents are pending.

Body1’s patented system of information exchange grants users access rights based on their participation. Contributions are scored according to quality and relevance. Following the acceptance of a user submission, he or she acquires access rights to the content database. User searches are stored, and the system connects those with similar interests, allowing them to communicate with each other. This theme-oriented database provides an efficient and reliable way to retrieve information on the Internet, and facilitates relationships between users. 

The importance of the Internet as a source of health information is steadily increasing. With that grows the potential for a consumer to encounter a mountain of inaccurate or irrelevant information. The Body1 system is designed to relieve the consumer of the wearisome task of sorting through search results, and to be a reservoir of valuable information while also organizing the user population into knowledge-based communities. A similar patent was issued to Body1 by the government of China in November of 2006. 

Chris Messina, CEO of Body1, stated: “This U.S. patent is another intellectual property innovation from Body1; it potentially also has broad applicability to the emerging ‘Web 2.0’ space. We are confident that is a significant development for both Body1 and our strategic partners.”
Body1, Inc. (http://www.Body1.net) is a leader in outsourced, interactive medical education & marketing, with two divisions- Body1 Interactive and The Body1 Network. Body1 Interactive serves life science firms. It provides single source, fully integrated, Web 2.0 corporate & disease awareness sites, online life science sales training, and compelling content. The Body1 Network empowers health consumers through heavily-trafficked & advertiser-sponsored health knowledge cooperatives. These KnowCos™ include anatomy, condition, and category-oriented portals. Body1 is accredited by the Health on the Net (HON) Foundation.
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